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The owner of.· oCcoquan·s his- across the ·Occoquan Creek · in to the plannrn 
t6ric Rockle~ge, Lau~nce A. Bar- Fair.fax County fir~t became a .. application wa.' 
nes, has filed a $150,000 damage problem late last year and that usillo and anot 
suit against the Graham Virginia heavy shocks have downed plaster, rence P. Wyat · 
Quarries, Inc., charging that blast· separated seams and 1 in places, known as Gret. 
ing at the nearby quarry has cracked through the eight-inch U. S. No. 1 . 
brought the 11-room stone house stone walls. Two of the 
to the point of ".structual disaster." Barnes, an _ engineer !or the from J. A. Mus!' 

'Barnes, who, along with his Chesapeake and Potomac Tele· Jey Oarber. O r 
family, evacuated the·.200-year-old phorie Co., said he !inally bad to tefWon of the l 
colonial manaic>n in January, has move out on Jan. 24, leaYiDI the · \1JOOdbrtdse an 
asked the l",air!ax County Circuit property marked by "danpr" .and ,Oi:·t '1*ft ·to b~ 
Court to order .. the firm to stop "no trespassing" si1ns to safeiU&rd .. Home Couri on 
the blastipg o~ra-tions and to re- passersby. from entering. "·~11 . .a.·. @eci 1 

store his .home .or pay . damages Rxkle~ge_ was d~rned in 1758 ·ttie JA af>aces , 
e~timated at $150,000. · . , ·' · by ·Wllliam Buc~d, colonial bef rented ·to 

In the suit n1ed ·on Friday, nchi.tect famed 1D Maryland for ~Udreil qt echo 
April 15, • Barnes claimed that .his Hammond aar.ood boll8e In ~ , 
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Occo(iuan. Quarry Sued For 
$1:50,000 Rockledge Damag~ 
(Cenllnaed from Pare A·l) 

Annapolis. He al90 dre~ the plans l 
for Ounaton Hall and Pohick 
Church in Fairfax County. 

History books call the famous 
Prince Wllllam landmark unique 
In Vlr1inia tor its atone con11truC:. 
tlon. simple but elegant woodwork, 
chimney pieces and a carved corn· 
ice similar to the Interior cornice 
at Pohick Church. 

Roclcled1e . was built for John 
Ballendine, owner ot rrJ1t milla 
and an Iron foundry at Occoquan, 
on a rocky hillaide over looklnc 
the roarln1 Occoquan Oorn which 
has since been tamed by reservoir 
dams. 

The house, accordln1 to Bame.s, 
hos been Jn almost continuous uae 
alnP41 it. ~n.R.aaci.IOD· ancl in .hla 
familr 1ince the early 1930s . 

From without, the howe com­
mands a panoramic view of the 
projectlnr cliffs of the quarry and 
the w.•terfront of hlatorlc Occo· 
quan. 

The once proud Roclcledre now 
•tanda emptJ alnce Mr. and Mra. 
Barnes and four children were 
driven from the structure when 
the place wu termed by an In· 
aurance firm to be "whatly unsafe 
tor occupancy." Orirlnal wrought 
Iron hinces and their hand 
wrought nails are still holding fast 
•tialnst the passln11 to time and 
the blut.a. 

Tht ruii1ed house survived both 
the Revolution and Civil War. 
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